
Conrad Prebys (1933-2016) was an extremely generous man who made the largest and most important gift to the UC San Diego Music Department that we have ever received, enabling us to build 
the Conrad Prebys Music Center and Concert Hall. In my conversations with him, he often spoke about how he "loved simple, beautiful music." I've sought to honor his love of beauty and simplicity 
in this piece, written for a concert dedicated to his memory. I created a set of mini-variations on the Shaker folk song Simple Gifts (composed in 1848 and generally attributed to Elder Joseph Brackett) 
which was famously set by Aaron Copland in 1944. My variations change frequently and unpredictably within the phrases of the song, exploring various aspects of pianism and chromatic transposition. 
My friend and colleague Aleck Karis gave the premiere performance in La Jolla, California on January 29, 2020 in the Conrad Prebys Concert Hall.



?
?

44
44

43
43

45
45

44
44

wwwwbn &

wwwwwbb

silently depress these keys 
and hold with sostenuto ped. 
through m.13

Ó rœœ. ‰ . Œ
‰ œ ≈ .Jœ Óp P F
q = 60 ≈ œ ≈ œ ≈

œ
≈ œ Œ ‰

œ œ œ
‰ ‰ . Rœ ≈ œ ≈

œ
Œ

5

‰ . Rœ ≈ œ ≈ œ ‰ œ ‰ œ ‰
œ5U

° * °

&
?

45
45

87
87

œ œ œ ≈
œ

‰ Ó
5

6

Ó
œ

Œ
Œ rœœ. ‰ Rœœ#

œœ ‰
œ
œ ‰ ≈

œœ
Œ

5œ Ó Ó
≈ œœ ‰

œ
œ ≈

œœœ#
‰ ‰

œœœ
‰ .

œœ
Œ

5

3

J
œ
œ ‰

J
œ
œ ‰ ≈ œ ≈

œ
‰ .œ œ ≈ œœ.5 5

Œ . J
œ
œ ‰ œœ ‰ ‰

œœ ‰ Œ3

3

q = 52

U
* °

U

* °

&
?

87
87

43
43

45
45

43
43

85
85

44
44

œœ
œœbb

‰ Ó
11

rœœ. ‰ . Ó œ# œ œ# œ œ# œ œ# œ# œ# œ# œ# œ# œ# œ# œ# œ# œ#
≈

6
6

6

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ# œ

6 6p

q = 132

œN œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
6

6

6

f
œ# œ# œ# œ# œ# œ ‰

œb œb œb œn œb œb ≈
6 6

3

*

U

*° ° * ° * ° *

&
?

44
44

43
43

45
45

≈ œb œ œb œ œ œb ‰
œ# œ# œ# œ# œ# œ œ# œ# œ# œ œ# œ œ œ

≈
6 6

6 6

16

≈
œœœœ# . œœœœ .

≈ ‰
œœœ.

‰ ≈ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ ‰ .3 5 5

p f
œœœœ. ‰

œœœ.

Œ ≈ œ œ œ œ# ≈ Œ
6

F
œ# œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ#

5
5

œ œb œb œb œN

5

π f° * ° * ° *
>

Simple Gifts
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